1€ ain’t half

odd mum

As BBC | looks back at the birth of some classic sitcoms, we reveal
some near misses that could have changed TV comedy as we know it
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“HOW DOYOUSPELL
‘NAFF, MR PERRIMNT"
Thisis how it nearly was,
th Ronnie Barker In place
monard Rossiter (inset)

The Fall and Rise of
Reginald Perrin

When did it run?

September |976—]anuary 1979
How many episodes? 2|
Who starred init?

Leonard Rossiter, Pauline Yates,
[ohn Barron, Sue Micholls
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It Ain’t Half
Hot Mum

When did it run?

|anuary 19/4-5September | 981
How many episodes? 56

Who starred in it? Windsor
Davies, Melvyn Hayes, Don Estelle

e Permvand Diavid Croft
are widelh regarded as b of
CONT Ereatesst Caarmi :E:. wWriters,
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when he demanded that the part
I resswrittesnn dor bomay

| [l |51 i"‘\.ill I:IE-.|

read. “An

ensemble cast can only cope witl
so much ceoand mineship
|;-||!'-||_l:||:1||:.'n:|:.__ x_-.:;'-\.lil:lu:‘lr

ey told Rossiter inno uncertam
termis where to go, “and | think we
were right todosn”
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mid-clober, meaning the pool
was extremely cold. They tried to
use steam heaters o wanm
up the water, “but only
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about 49°F " savs
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SPACE FOR TWO MORE
The idea of Red Dwarf with
Alfred Molina and Alan

Rickman requires a leap of
the imagination =but isn't
that what sci-fi is all about?

REGGIE-MEMNT
For It Ain‘t Half

| HetMum,
| Leonard Rossiter

weas nearly the
tormentor of
Melvyn Hayes

and Don Estelle, '

instead of

Windsor Davies |
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!Red Dwarf

| When did it run?
February 1988—April 1999
How many episodes? 52
Who starred in it? Chris
Barrie, Craig Charles, Robert
Llewellyn, Danny John-jules
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they sold it as " Porridge inspace™.
“There are similar elements,”
explains Naylor, “such as the
conhned space, bunk beds and ouw
use of “smeg’, in the same way that
Forndge popularised ‘naff’
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nf Craig Charles il Chris
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Alan Rickman. | hevwere
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of Bionmer and Lasters. “We were

aware that itmiaght take more
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to get Red Dwarf right,” admits

MNavlor, “and we knew that with
Alan and Alfred on board, we'd
probably only get one senes out ol
them. Sowe changed the casting,”
The character of Krvten wasn't
even in the hrst bwo senes as 2 mam
character. Crantand Navlor
realised they desperately needed
sorneone else to do phvsical things.
“We had a hologrm, amandlin
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“Krvten'schamcter lud been a
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we decided e introduceit.”

Howvever, Dravid Ross, who had
| played Knden hirst, was filinnng

Alan Bleasdale's G at the e,
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Robert Liewellyn e chance.
Reed | haarf wons rejecled three
timies betore bemg commmsswoned.
COhe BBC commedy execubive,
Crareth Cwenlan, was dead
aganst i, sving, “You can't have
a siteom inspace. | eresno
srtee " rant and Mavlor were so
annwvesd Uhat Ill:'j-. ended '.I|'-II=.i11'.'_
Caowenlan's nanne as one of the
show's swearwords. Rob Mansfield
The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin and
Red Dwarf both feature in this series
of Comedy Connections, along with
The Goodies, Birds of o Feather,
Father Ted, Hi-de-Hi!, TJ.'I-":I'E.IU.':IE Dines
and Keeping Up Appearances

Links www. bbe.co.uk/comedy
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